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“ We are drowning in information 
while starving for wisdom …  
 
The world henceforth will be run by 
synthesizers, people able to put 
together the right information at the 
right time, think critically about it, 
and make important choices wisely ”  
 
Edward O. Wilson (1998)  
Consilience: The Unity of Knowledge 

The need for synthesis 
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Ecology and Enviromental 
Sciences synthesis centers 



CESAB :  a place 

Institut Bouisson Bertrand, 5 rue de l’école de médecine, 34000, Montpellier 



CESAB :  synthesis groups 

International call 
 
10-15 members 
2 x 1 week (3 years) 
1 postdoc 
250 K€ 

Un Groupe de synthèse  



DiveRS : Evolution of breeding systems and 
plant species diversity. 
 
FORCIS : Foraminifera Response to Climatic 
Stress. 
 
JUSTCONSERVATION : Justice in biodiversity 
conservation. 
 
SCORE_REEF : Spatio-temporal variability of 
coral reefs at the global scale. 
 
PARSEC : Investigation of the socioeconomic 
impacts of protected areas. 

CESAB :  ongoing groups 
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PELAGIC group : Prioritizing ecologically significant and 
globally important marine conservation areas for 
vertebrates. David Mouillot and Tom Letessier 

 


